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this country, where the founder of the most popular
form of lamaism, known to the Chinese as the " Yellow
Church," and to Tibetans as G-elu, or "Virtuous School,'1
was born in the latter part of the fourteenth century. In
1360 at a place or district called Tsong, or Tsong-k'a,1 not
far from the lamasery of Kumbum, an Amdo woman
named Shing-za a-ch'ii bore her husband, Lu-bum-ge. a
child whom they called Tsong-k'a-pa after his birthplace.
At the age of seven his mother shaved his head, and
consecrated him to the. church. From his hair, which
she threw on the ground, the famous "white sandal-
wood treen sprung forth. On becoming a novice he re-
ceived the name of Lo-zang draba," Fame of good sense,"
but in after ages he became known as Je rinpoch'e, " The
precious lord." At the age of sixteen he commenced his
theological studies, but a year later, by his teacher's
advice, he went to Lh'asa, then, as now, the chief seat
of Buddhist learning,2 and studied in the monasteries of
the various sects all branches taught, excelling in each,
and gaining many friends and adherents to his theo-
ries, especially those concerning the organization and
discipline of the clergy, who had become dissolute, and
obnoxious to the people and government. Sivaitic and
Shamanistic forms of worship and superstitions antago-
nistic to the Buddhist faith and to the doctrines preached
by the expounders of the Mahayana school had also been
introduced, and a reform appeared to be demanded.
1  The   little   Tibetan work  from    the church of Tibet, and a follower
which I have taken these biographical    of the Kadamba school.   It is possi-
notes says that this locality also bore    ble   that   Friar Oderic referred to
the name of Do-mang Tsang-k'a.          this   lama   when    speaking   of   to
2 It is said that he was presented    AbassL   This last name is possibly
to the "King of the Doctrine (Ch'ugi    an   inaccturate   transcription   of a
jya-lOjDlianwraja) who resided in the    Tibetan title, Lo-zang she* (rab), for
Bri-kung (Bre*bung?) lamasery. This    example, a common one among lamas
dignitary was probably the head of    of high degree.